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P
an of assisting with a prepurchase inspection is to 
provide data for the buyer to make an informed deci
sion. For the purposes of this anicle, we wi II refer to 
Bonanzas, but the information is equally true for 

Debonairs, Barons and Travel Airs. 
One market rule we share with buyers is: "There are no 

$30,000 Bonanzas." There are $80,000 and $90,000 
Bonanzas. Trust us, we know. If you should buy one for 
$30.000, there is a reason for the low price. You will put from 
$50.000 to $60,000 into the restoration of it. 

How can we be so sure? Because we have restored older 
Bonanzas the right way and we have been forced into restor
ing them the wrong way-meaning that, in hindSight, it was 
not cost-effective to restore a panicular aircraft. 

How do you avoid making the overly costly restoration? 
You stan with a prepurchase inspection. You have a knowl
edgeable shop inspect the aircraft and its books. Skimping here 
can cost you dearly later. Expect to spend $600 to $1,600 for a 
single, more for a twin . It ·s inexpensive insurance. 

We also offer this advice: Do not become emotionally 
attached to one panicular ai rcraft. Beech made a lot of 
Bonanzas. If one is not right for you, there will be another one 
out there that is. 

ASS member Jim Newman's classic 1950 835 ofter restoration. 

Inspecting the aircraft for corrosion, damage and malad
justments is a must. Closer examination of conditions and 
operations comes next. Ideally, you as a buyer want to fly the 
aircraft with the current owner and have all the systems 
demonstrated. Chances are, if the owner has problems making 
something work properly, you wi ll too. 

One caveat: Do your own walk-around prefli ght inspec
tion. Do not rely on the seller to tell you the aircraft is in 
airwonhy condition. 

Ask the owner to describe the typical maintenance costs 
for the aircraft. The average cost to properly maintain a 
Bonanza is from 52,500 to $5,500 per year. If items have been 
deferred, you will be the one playing catch up - ouch! You can 
leam to hate an aircraft if it seems that all you are doing is pour
ing money into it without getting any of the joy of fl ying it. 

Have the books inspected for Airwonh iness Directive 
compliance and general frequency of maintenance. Does the 
logbook picture jibe with what the owner has been telling you 
and what you see? [f the paperwork is not in order, you may 
not want this panicular aircraft. Incomplete logbooks almost 
always mean purchase price reduction. 

Remember: The day you are an owner is the day you are 
a seller. If you purchase a project airplane, you are gambling 
that you have the staying power to see the restoration through 
to completion. Half-done ai rcraft do not command high prices. 

So, you might ask, does anyone buy a project airplane 
right? Yes, they do. We recently completed a seven-month 
restoration of a 1950 B35. ABS member Jim ewman 
of Jupiter, Florida. purchased the aircraft a few years ago 
and staned with airwonhiness items fust. Each year, he 
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Aircraft are stripped earlv in the restoralion process ta catch hidden damage. 

marched through additional items as they became a priority. 
The engi ne was fairly low time. Aside from oil changes 

and hose replacement, very Iinle in the way of restoration fire
wall forward was required. Although the aircraft had only been 
flown occasionally, there was surprisingly lillie wrong with 
the engine. This was truly the exception to the rule. 

Just because an engine has low time, does not mean it has 
value. Neglecting the engine by not tlying regularly can age it 
very quickly. Corrosion in cylinders and valve lifters can nix a 
purchase or make a restoration grow. 

Normally a restoration project will involve some corro
sion issues. Our Beechcraft are made of al uminum and 
magnesium, due to these metals' high strength-to-weight ratio. 
Unfortunately, they are two of the most anodic elements 
(susceptible to oxidation) on the periodic table. It is typical to 

look for corrosion during Ihe prepurchase inspection, especlolly filiform corro
sion on aluminum as seen here 

have one or more flight controls 
replaced or reskinned at this time. 

Since many restoration projects 
involve paint and interior, it is best to 
have the aircraft stripped as early as 
possible to get a fu ll look at its struc
tural integrity. Hidden damage due to 
cabin leaks or previous repairs become 
evident. They must be addressed prior 
to gening new paint and interior. 

Ideally, the Annual Inspection is 
occurring at the same time, so all air
worthiness issues can be addressed 
while the aircraft is in its most exposed 
condition. If the paint and interior (and 
let's face it, that's the fun stuff) are 
rushed in before structural repairs are 
completed, it can be very costly to 
access areas for repair. Develop a plan. 

The FAA. along with the guidance 
of the ABS technical staff, has formu
lated some guidelines for the continued 
airworthiness of aircraft manufactu red 
before 1974-and that is a sizeable 

portion of the fleet. The FAA wants us to address corrosion 
and aging issues before they become fli ght safety items. By 
perfomting a restoration thoroughly. we also comply with the 
FAA's requirements for scrutinizing aging aircraft. The mes
sage here is: Be proactive. 

Like a lot of safety issues. Beech and ABS are out front in 
dealing with aircraft aging. Early, short-chord Bonanzas like 
Jim's B35 have a speed restriction imposed by AD 2002-21-
13. The thought here is that if corrosion andlor a high number 
of flight cycles have degraded the metal integrity in the V-tail 
structure, fluner may occur when the aircraft is flow n at hi gh
er speeds. 

Beech has selected a conservative limit of 125 knots. The 
speed restriction can be removed to the originally certificated 
value if a comprehensive inspection andlor repair is performed 

Sometimes a restoration requires attenllon to corrOSion between skms Try to 
ovoid thiS by performmg a thorough prepurchase inspection. 
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Skins clecoed aHer corrosion has been removed from seams. 

in accordance with Service Bulletin 27-3358. This inspection 
and repair is required no later than December 10, 2005, for the 
airplane to be airworthy after that date. 

To better budget his restoration, Jim ewman elected to 
keep the speed restriction and complete the SB at a later date. 
We did, of course, inspect the V-tail structure as part of the 
Annual Inspection, but this is not by itself enough to lift the 
speed restriction. 

The best part of this restoration project was the relati vely 
few surprises. Other aircraft rebuilds have included correcting 
years of neglect and abuse. What this means is that Jim bought 
the ai rplane "right." He restored the aircraft to be airworthy 
with incredible eye-appeal and performance. 

Did we address everything Jim wanted? Probably more 
than he would have originaUy guessed. Does he have more to 
do? Probably. We all have visions of sugarplums when we 
look through an avionics catalog. Jim definitely has a safer. 
more reliable, more valuable airplane than when he purchased 
it. He now has a restored classic, not just an older airplane. He 
can look forward to confident ly flying his Bonanza for many 
years. 

Windward Aviation is a maintenance facility at Palm Beach County Park (Lantana 
LNA) Airport in southeast Florida led by Jim and Reese Leach specializing in sin
gle and twin piston engine Beechcroft. They regularly maintain more than 100 
Bonanzas, Debonairs and Musketeers, as well as about 35 Barons and Travel Airs. 
Jim and Reese own a restored 1956 G35. Windward Aviation supports A8S by 
sponsoring a SeNice Clinic each winter and by providing seminars at the ABS 
Convention and at Southeast Bonanza Society functians. 

ABS-dedicated Account Managers are 
now available at RAPID (888-727-4344)' 
Select telephone option 2, then dial ABS 
account number 9891 to reach the ABS 
Account Managers. 

ABS live Chat on June 9 at 1:30 p_m. COT 
brings together Raytheon Service Engineerin!VPiston 
Products Supervisor David Rowl and ABS Technical 
Consultants Neil Pobanz and Ron Gros on-line to answer 
your questions about the operation, inspection, rigging 
and maintenance of the Beech landing gear system. See 
<http:// www.raytheonaircraft.com/service _ suppo rt/ 
onlinechat.asp> for details. 

Discounts on parts ordered from RAPID 
using your ABS MasterCard. This includes Beech 
parts and non-Beech items (such as tires and batteries). 

In addition to the ABS credit card discount, items 
ordered online from RAPID on <https://parts.raytheon 
aircraft.com/RACRetailjssljlogin.asp> are delivered with 
no shipping and handling charge 

To access this on-line parts source, you need a user 10 
and password. Send your name and e-mail address to 
<JefferLdunn@rac.ray.com>. Include "ABS" and your 
ABS member number in the text of your message. 

RAPID's JJ Dunn (316-676-3193) will e-mail you your 
user name and password, using ABS as the required 
"company name" and "customer number" for your 
account. 
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